
Message from Assessor La

Dear County Residents,

In the month of March, we honor Women's History Month and celebrate
International Women's Day. Both of these give us opportunities to acknowledge the
many contributions made in history by women and reflect on the progress made



towards a more equal future for women. This month and every month, we strive to
support all women in all fields and celebrate their many accomplishments.

You are invited to the 2023 Annual Homeowners Fair! I am proud to announce that
the Assessor’s Office is hosting our 4th Annual Homeowners Fair on May 6th, from
10 am- 12 pm in the City of Berkeley! Come join us at this fun, free, educational
event open to the public at the Berkeley Adult School.

What is an ADU? An ADU (Accessory Dwelling Unit), goes by many names: in-law
unit, granny flat, backyard cottage, etc. You will hear directly from Berkeley City
staff, along with staff from PG&E and East Bay MUD on the steps needed to build
an ADU. You will also learn about what building an ADU does to your property
taxes!

Register here today! 
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/alameda-county-assessors-office-4th-annual-
homeowners-resource-fair-tickets-539734790287

Community Engagements:
Last month, my staff attended the grand opening event for Fastest Labs in the City
of San Leandro. Fastest Labs is a quick and easy lab service business that
provides DNA and drug testing for oneself or an employer. Thank you to the San
Leandro Chamber of Commerce and Fastest Labs for putting together a wonderful
ribbon cutting event to celebrate the newest business addition to San Leandro.

Look below at the Assessor in the Community section to see what community
events my staff and I participated in. 
 
Please let the Assessor’s Office know if your organization is hosting an in-person or
virtual event that you would like the Assessor’s Office to attend. If there is a specific
topic you would like to see covered in a future webinar, I encourage you to fill out
the poll with possible topics HERE.
 
Keep an eye out for our upcoming programs and tell others to sign up for our
newsletter to stay up to date on our events, important dates, and deadlines.
 
Free Legal Clinic to Help Answer Questions:
The Property Transfer Clinic (PTC) is here to help! The PTC is a free legal clinic
available to assist property/business owners and constituents on the third Friday of
each month. I continue to work with the Alameda County Law Library, the Alameda
County Bar Association, Legal Access Alameda, and the Alameda County Library to
maintain this clinic and to make it available for Alameda County residents, who do
not have access to an attorney. Sign up HERE! 
 
As always, we remain committed to serving the residents of Alameda County.
 
Sincerely,
Phong La
Alameda County Assessor
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Assessor in the Community﻿
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Photo from Fastest Lab's ribbon cutting event in the City of San Leandro.
﻿Thank you to Fastest Labs for providing a new business of specialized drug and

DNA testing services to Alameda County.

Dates & Deadlines

March 1 - First Day of Women's History Month

March 8 - International Women's Day

March 12 - Daylight Savings Spring Forward

March 17 - St. Patrick's Day

March 18 - Dublin's 39th Annual St. Patrick's Day Parade

March 20 - First Day of Spring

March 22 - Ramadan Begins at Sundown

March 31 - Cesar Chavez Day
 

Resource
Accessory Dwelling Units (ADUs)

What is an Accessory Dwelling Unit? 
An Accessory Dwelling Unit, or “ADU” is a secondary dwelling unit that is either attached
to, or detached and located on the same lot as an existing dwelling unit, or located within
the living area of an existing dwelling.
 
Beginning in 2017, the California State Legislature worked to encourage the development
of ADUs. ADU laws are meant to reduce barriers, streamline approvals, and expand
capacity to accommodate the development of ADUs. While some city ordinances within
Alameda County have been implemented with less restrictive policies, the Alameda
County Assessor's Office recognizes the California State Standards. 



 
The following are current State Standards for ADUs (2017): 

Parcel is zoned single family or multi-family residence and contains an existing,
single- family dwelling. 
ADU Unit is either attached to an existing dwelling, located within the living area of
the existing dwelling, or detached from the existing dwelling and located on the
same lot as the existing dwelling. 
Increased floor area of an attached ADU does not exceed 50 percent of the existing
living area, with a maximum increase in floor area of 1,200 square feet. 
Total area of floor space for a detached ADU does on exceed 1,200 square feet. 
Unit is not intended for sale, separate from the primary residence, and may be
rented. 
Passageways are not required in conjunction with the construction of an ADU. 
Setbacks are not required for an existing garage that is converted to an ADU, and a
setback of no more than five feet from the side and rear lot lines are not required for
an ADU that is constructed above a garage. 
Parking requirements do not exceed one parking space per unit or per bedroom.
These spaces may be provided as tandem parking on an existing driveway.  
Compliance with local building code requirements. 
Approval by the local health officer where private sewage disposal system is being
used. 

 
What is a Junior Accessory Dwelling Unit (JADU)? 
A JADU is similar to an ADU but must not exceed 500 square feet and must be completely
contained within the space of an existing residential structure.  
JADUs are subject to the following standards: 

Limit to one JADU per residential parcel zoned for Single Family Residences with a
single-family residence already built on the lot. 
A single-family residence in which the JADU is created or the JADU must be owner
occupied.  
Owner must record a deed restriction stating the JADU cannot be sold separately
from the single-family residence and restricting the JADU to the size limitations and
other requirements of the JADU ordinance. 
JADU must be located entirely within the existing structure of the single-family
Residence and JADU has its own separate entrance as well as interior access. 
JADU must include an efficiency kitchen which includes a sink, cooking appliance,
counter surface, and storage cabinets with meet minimum building code standards.
No gas or 220v circuits are allowed. 
JADU may share a bathroom with the primary residence. 
No additional parking condition required for building permit. 
No additional fees for water, sewer and power connection.  

 
How are ADUs assessed for property tax purposes? 
 
The California Constitution requires that most locally assessed real property be valued for
property tax purposes based on its market value. The Sales Comparison Approach and
the Cost Approach are commonly used to value ADUs.
 
Generally, the Cost Approach is used to assess ADUs. Under the cost approach, all
necessary costs that must be incurred in placing the building or component in the hands of
the ultimate consumer must be included, such as the cost of labor and materials,
contractor’s overhead and profit, building permits, inspection fees, bonding costs,
architect’s fees, cost of insurance during construction, interest on invested and borrowed
capital during construction, marketing and lease-up expenses, and entrepreneurial profit. 



 
If there is significant work on the existing house to facilitate the ADU, will that
trigger a reassessment of the existing house? 
 
It’s complicated. Assessable new construction includes any physical alteration of an
improvement which converts the improvement, or any portion, to substantially equivalent
to new or changes the way in which the portion of the improvement that was altered is
used. The value of the alteration, not necessarily its cost, will be added to the factored
base year value of the pre-existing improvement. 

Profile
Hayward Chamber of Commerce 

The Hayward Chamber is located in downtown Hayward, right on Main Street. The
Chamber was formed in 1941 as a small organization focused on supporting and
providing information to the Hayward business community. 

Today, the Chamber works to promote businesses in Hayward through educational,
networking, and leadership opportunities. They play a main role in helping strengthen the
local economy and improving the daily lives for the residents of Hayward. The main
responsibilities handled by the Chamber are ribbon cuttings and grand opening events for
new businesses in the City of Hayward, monthly mixers, and community events including
the Annual Gala, Birthday Bash, and Mariachi Festival.

This month, the Chamber is busy working to plan the 147th Birthday Bash for the City of
Hayward, on March 11th, and the 79th Annual Gala, on March 31st. To get more
information on these upcoming community events, click HERE to access the Hayward
Chamber's events calendar.
 
If you are a business owner in Hayward with interest in networking and meeting other local
business leaders, apply to become a member with the Hayward Chamber of Commerce
HERE.
 
For more information on the Hayward Chamber of Commerce, click HERE
to visit their website.

 
 CHAMBER ADDRESS: 

https://hayward.org/
 

CHAMBER ADDRESS: 
22561 Main Street

Hayward, CA 94545

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001QBntQbatsEB0V0v2WsTVUjYSGGiZr52PfQFG7Tm3_qio2Fx0wmKJzGGiMkePU57UG0VvLehFbuuuT_mPPlzmlRCge0vAKIvWRukLjBoKAR6Ba4mzIj-EfoErblFZXSL6pYzPN8_B8_zyuEiUS1lEp-jDwo94lAGQH7j1Bqdv_zQWO1aZBqxg0flJkhK-G9NHFV0BJe6VbULYZB3vtXKfQYOHDq8I3tzXA6b5Y2Qy4IXdos9PHCCGctL9cNT366WcPJTJbu0m3tMm_gnwYXBZwpQx6iwPZxitCDO-USlpoUA=&c=gaf7rogOxDrEznfm2mO2UaZ7p9TSlhXe5h7cTHN1Xeya3NoPxJAyyg==&ch=uJTU-4xzhR5lUUph9isnWWzv7JD2hQjIUcI8r_e8WG63l0JIuIQeqw==
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The next Property Transfer Clinic will take place on March 17th.
﻿Please visit the link HERE to make an appointment with a volunteer attorney for a

free 30-minute consultation.

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001QBntQbatsEB0V0v2WsTVUjYSGGiZr52PfQFG7Tm3_qio2Fx0wmKJzCjY0QTwv9aVkIL8e5Pv7URvM9xaH7KgzvWz8z_l2sVxBePXt50gignUiqAcaiZxJnzgIbY2hVp3edICRXn7HxiAeSfI_8fZsCQwXxag9DvG&c=gaf7rogOxDrEznfm2mO2UaZ7p9TSlhXe5h7cTHN1Xeya3NoPxJAyyg==&ch=uJTU-4xzhR5lUUph9isnWWzv7JD2hQjIUcI8r_e8WG63l0JIuIQeqw==
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