
Message from Assessor La

Dear Residents,

As we head into summer, I hope you and your family enjoy the many holidays this
month.  



Happy Pride Month! We celebrate Pride every June in honor of the 1969 Stonewall
Uprising in Manhattan, a series of protests that transformed the fight for LGBTQ+
rights in the United States. The Assessor's Office recognizes Pride Month as a
celebration for acceptance and inclusion for all.

On June 18th we celebrated Father's Day! I want to take a moment to recognize all
fathers in Alameda County and hope you all spent this holiday with family and loved
ones.

This month also marks the celebration of Juneteenth, a day commemorating the
emancipation of enslaved African-Americans. Alameda County recognized
Juneteenth as a County Holiday for the first time this year!

Announcement: Property Tax Assessment Reduction

After careful review of home sales data, we determined that 8,352 property owners
who recently purchased homes throughout Alameda County will receive a reduction
in their property taxes.

We worked with BRIDGE Association of Realtors and Bay East Association of
Realtors to gather the necessary data to make the determination. Reductions range
from 5-10% depending on the city and community for most homes purchased in
2022 between January and October. It is our goal to get the most accurate value as
possible when making assessments.

We are grateful to the staff of both BRIDGE and Bay East for helping us compile the
market data needed to make these assessment reductions.

In addition to the residential property reductions, we granted reductions to 2,274
manufactured homes and 121 commercial/industrial properties. Below is the
breakdown including the total assessment amounts.

8,352 are residential properties = $900,634,331*
2,274 are manufactured home properties = $23,735,632*
121 are commercial or industrial properties = $170,144,955*

* Total assessment value reduced

Proposition 8 is a California constitutional amendment that allows a temporary
reduction in assessed value when a property suffers a decline in market value. For
property tax purposes a decline in assessed value occurs when the current market
value of your property is less than the assessed value as of lien date, January 1st.

The Assessor makes every effort to consider declines in value and to assess all
property at the lesser of market value or factored base year value each year without
the need for individual owners making an informal request or filing a formal appeal.
Alameda County has been and will continue to be proactive in reviewing assessed
values to ascertain whether temporary reductions are warranted.

For more information on Proposition 8, please visit The Assessor's website at
 https://www.acassessor.org/

Community Engagements:

https://www.acassessor.org/


It is always wonderful to see new businesses opening in Alameda County. The
Assessor's Office proudly celebrates many grand openings in June and wishes the
businesses great success!

Last month, I spoke with members of the Bay East Association of Realtors to
educate them in the largest change of property tax law in over 40 years, the
implementation of Proposition 19.

I was honored to emcee the California Asian American Pacific Islander Legislative
Caucus Gala at the State Capitol in celebration of Asian American Pacific Islander
Heritage Month. The Joint AAPI Legislative Caucus honored distinguished AAPI
leaders and celebrated the contributions of the AAPI community in California and
the rest of the nation.

I also participated in the Fire Ops 101 course, an all day hands-on event designed
to give elected officials the opportunity to experience the challenges that firefighters
face on the field. This strenuous, yet impactful, experience showed me first-hand
the crucial role that firefighters have in our communities. I am grateful for their hard
work and dedication to save lives.

Please let the Assessor’s Office know if your organization is hosting an in-person or
virtual event that you would like the Assessor’s Office to attend. If there is a specific
topic you would like to see covered in a future webinar, I encourage you to fill out
the poll with possible topics HERE.
 
To keep an eye out for our upcoming programs and tell others to sign up for our
newsletter to stay up to date on our events, important dates, and deadlines or follow
the Assessor's Office on Instagram and Facebook.
 
Free Property Transfer Legal Clinic to Help Answer Questions:
The Property Transfer Legal Clinic (PTLC) is here to help! The PTLC is a free legal
clinic available to assist property/business owners and constituents on the third
Friday of each month. I continue to work with the Alameda County Law Library, the
Alameda County Bar Association, Legal Access Alameda, and the Alameda County
Library to maintain this clinic and to make it available for Alameda County residents,
who do not have access to an attorney. Sign up HERE! 
 
As always, we remain committed to serving the residents of Alameda County.
 
Sincerely,
Phong La
Alameda County Assessor

Assessor in the Community 
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Photo of Assessor Phong La giving an informational presentation to the
 Bay East Association of Realtors



Photo of Assessor Phong La at the Fire Ops 101 course with
Oakland and Alameda County firefighters



Photo of Assessor Phong La (far right) at the
California Asian American Pacific Islander Legislative Caucus Gala

Photo of Assessor staff Samantha Hing with owners of the restaurant
 Northern Curry at their grand opening and ribbon cutting on May 19th in the

  City of Pleasanton



Photo of Assessor staff Samantha Hing tabling at the
Juneteenth Hayward Summer Street Party

 on June 15th

Dates & Deadlines
June 1 - 30 – Pride Month

June 14 – Flag Day

June 16 – Property Transfer Clinic

June 18 – Father's Day

June 19 – Juneteenth

June 21 – Summer Solstice/First Day of Summer



Resource
WELFARE EXEM PTION

Real and personal property (1) used exclusively for religious, hospital, scientific, or charitable
purposes, and (2) owned or held in trust by nonprofit organizations operating for those purposes,
may be eligible for a property tax exemption under the Welfare Exemption (California Revenue
and Taxation Code Section 214; California Constitution Section 4(b) and 5).
 
In general, the Welfare Exemption may be available for the property owned by nonprofit
organizations:
·      Organizations formed and operated exclusively for qualifying purposes
(religious, hospital, scientific, or charitable)

·      Property used exclusively for those qualifying purposes, and

·      Exempt activities must benefit to the community as a whole.
 
In addition to the mentioned requirements, the property in question must also meet the specific
requirements under Section 214 of Revenue and Taxation Code to qualify for the Welfare
exemption.
 
The Welfare exemption is unique in that it is co-administered by the County Assessors and the
State Board of Equalization (BOE). The BOE determines whether the Organization itself is
eligible for the exemption. The County Assessor determines whether an organization’s specific
property qualifies for the exemption based on the property’s use. Assessor may not approve a
property tax exemption claim until the claimant has been issued a valid Organizational Clearance
Certificate (O.C.C.) from the State Board of Equalization. Please contact BOE Exemption Section
at 1-916-274-3430 if you have any questions regarding eligibility requirements of an organization
and how to obtain an O.C.C..
 
Welfare exemption claim must be filed on an annual basis. Annual claims must be filed with the
Assessor’s Office between the lien date (January 1st) and February 15th to be considered timely.
A partial exemption may be available for claims filed after the due date.
 
Assessor’s Office approve Welfare exemption based on the property ownership and qualifying
exempt uses. For more details, please contact Assessor’s Office Exemptions unit via



email exemptions@acgov.org or by phone (510)272-6587. Information and Forms are also
available on our website https://www.acassessor.org. 

Profile
VIETNAMESE AMERICAN BUSINESS ASSOCIATION

The Vietnamese American Business Association was established in California in 2011 to
promote advocacy, support, and networking opportunities within the Vietnamese American
business community through networking, cooperation, education, and open
communication. Their mission is to advocate for the interest of the Vietnamese American
Business Community, as well as to support and connect the businesses with Vietnamese
roots in Northern America to one another and the rest of the world.
 
In 2017, VABA expanded their network by reorganizing their association. All merchants,
regardless of their business size, are encouraged to join. Whether they are just starting
their business and want to join VABA for brand awareness and access to investors, or an
established business who is ready to expand and increase their network. Successful and
well-established businesses are encouraged to join VABA as one of their high-ranking
members to participate in exclusive groups for private meetings with executives, business
owners, and high-ranking government elected officials.
 
VABA’s slogan is, “Speak With One Voice,” as they work to empower the voices of the
Vietnamese-American Business Community by bridging the gap in representation
disparities.

VABA has several events and business gatherings throughout the year. Their upcoming
events are The Charity Golf Tournament on July 16, 2023 and their Business Conference
Banquet Dinner on October 14, 2023. Please contact VABA’s Director of Sales and
Membership, Teresa Hoang, for more information.

WEBSITE:
https://www.vabausa.com/

SUPPORT RESOURCES 
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The next Property Transfer Legal Clinic will take place on Friday, July 21st.
 Please visit the link HERE to make an appointment with a volunteer attorney for a

free 30-minute consultation.

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001B7-8y5LO74eqNgBYITF7iluVFPeLxkv6_XFtSdribIhJnwhoXRA8pep47rTtzL2G1UVtvakwbk-7uim6iUr_6zqJ9vEaGbRTuVxLb8P6-FoPxGh9BtMyb3h7T_zphKbYTrqFk5_s79yi_VNwpnvhcmsy9HG1EQEq&c=P-82Bdk8DBLnTa1LEFSEGY2-1u4KAfSrWqFD_Ie-PgsdyHrcPs0H7A==&ch=tuO5UpwZzysr6cQzlkjWZ-E-yp7mRUzrMEEFZ8_F7-ACsQMPth3a3w==
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