
May 25, 2022

Alameda County Water District

Service to Accessory Dwelling Units 
(ADUs)



ACWD and ADUs

Some typical questions include:
• How do I obtain fire flow data?
• What fees are required to connect an ADU 

to the water distribution system?
• What is the process for obtaining water 

service to an ADU?



Fire Flow Data

• Due to the declaration of a 
drought emergency and in an 
effort to conserve limited water 
supplies, ACWD has suspended 
routine fire hydrant flow testing 
and is only conducting fire flows 
if:
1. there is no existing 

representative data in the 
project area or;

2. if changes have been made 
to the distribution system 
since the date of the last 
fire flow in the project area.



Fire Flow Data – cont.

Fire flow test application can be 
found on ACWD’s website at: 
https://acwd.org/DocumentCenter/View/35/
Fire-Flow-Test-Application

The application should be 
completed and submitted to 
ACWD.  If there is no existing data 
and a fire flow needs to be 
conducted, the fee of $247 must be 
submitted before the fire flow can 
be scheduled.

https://acwd.org/DocumentCenter/View/35/Fire-Flow-Test-Application?bidId=


ACWD Fees for ADU
ACWD does not require ADUs to have a separate water 

service to serve the ADU 

*   Fee amounts change periodically; please contact Alameda County Water District Engineering Department 
to verify current fee amounts. 

**    Capacity fees will be assessed to new accessory dwelling units, constructed along with a new single-
family residential unit on the same lot served from the same water service, or when a separate new water 
service is installed to serve the accessory dwelling unit.



Request New Water Service
To request new water service:
1. Complete the Customer Work 

Request Application found on 
the ACWD website: 
https://acwd.org/171/Customer-
Work-Request-Application

2. Submit the application and 
drawings, including site plan, to 
ACWD Engineering Department

3. An Engineering Technician will 
contact you regarding your 
project and provide a Deposit 
Letter with the estimated cost 
for ACWD crews to perform the 
work

4. Pay fees
5. District will schedule installation

https://acwd.org/171/Customer-Work-Request-Application


Example Certificate of Fee Payment

Form can be obtained from the City having jurisdiction, USD or ACWD



ACWD Drought Resources
• Drought Info Center: 

acwd.org/drought
• Customer Support

– Water.cons@acwd.com
– X4218

• Water Use Efficiency
Rebate Programs

Visit acwd.org/rebates
for more information.

http://acwd.org/drought
mailto:Water.cons@acwd.com


Questions
For more information on service to ADUs 

and to speak with a Development Services 
Technician, please contact ACWD’s 

Engineering Department at (510) 668-4499.
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